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and expense gathered extensive material for a history of the family, has 
kindly allowed her collections to be used in preparing this genealogy. 
In this collection is a chart pedigree, prepared a year or two ago by an 
English genealogist, which gives among the sons of Nicholas Ferrar, 
Sr., "William, born 1587, a barrister, who has two children whose 
names are given in the chart, Elizabeth and John." This would be im- 
portant testimony, but unfortunately no authority is given. Mr. Brown, 
in the Genesis, says William Farrar was born in 1594-5. In the Virginia 
census of 1624-5, the " Muster of Mr. William Farrar and Mrs. Jordan " 
at Jordan's |ourney is given, and it is stated that William Farrar, aged 31 
years [at the date of the censusj, came to Virginia in the ship Neptune 
in 1618. It is from this evidently that Mr. Brown derives the date of his 
birth. It is also evident that the date given in the chart pedigree must 
be wrong as to a son of the Nicholas Ferrar, Sr., here treated of, for it 
ia known that his eldest son, John, was born in 1590. 

It should also be noted that neither Nicholas Ferrar, Sr., nor his wife 
make any mention of a son William in their wills. It is hoped the de- 
sired proof may be discovered. 

(Since the above was in type, the compiler has seen a letter, dated 
February 2, 1900, from Mr. M. LI. Ferrar, of Ealing, Eng., the chief 
authority on the family, who says: "We have all along thought that 
William Ferrar, who went to Virginia, died young— i. e., unmarried; 
but now we know that we were wrong. I had only known that he was 
alive in 1621 in Virginia.") 

William Ferrar, or Farrar, who came to Virginia in 1618, soon became 
a man of prominence. He was a commissioner (magistrate) for "The 
Upper Parts "; a member of the Council. 1623 to 1633, or more probably 
until his death, which occurred some time prior to June 11, 1637. He 
is commonly stated to have married Cicely, widow of Samuel Jordan; 
but there is no positive proof of this. The only reference to the matter 
in the records is the statement that Mrs. Jordan had first engaged herself 
to marry Rev. Greville Pooley, and aftewards William Farrar, and that 
the authorities in Virginia referred to those in England the question 
whether she could legally marry Farrar after her promise to Pooley, or 
whether the pre-contract made any subsequent engagement void. The 
result does not appear, but it is probable that William Farrar did marry 
Mrs. Jordan. 

Issue of William* Farrar: 9. William*; 10. John} 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 



ESKRIDGE, OF VIRGINIA. 

(communicated.) 

Tradition tells us that in the latter part of the 17th century, George 
Eskridge, who was a young law student, while walking along the shore 
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on the north coast of Wales studying one of his law books, was sud- 
denly siezed by the Press Gang, carried aboard ship, and brought to the 
Colony of Virginia. As the custom was, he was sold to a planter for a 
term of eight years. During that time he was not allowed to communi- 
cate with nis friends at home. He was treated very harshly, and made 
to sleep on the hearth in the kitchen. On the day that his term expired, 
the planter found him tearing up the stones of the hearth with a mattock. 
Upon being asked what he was doing, young Eskridge replied that a 
guest's bed was always pulled to pieces upon their departure, and he 
was doing likewise. He then threw down his mattock and walked out 
of the house. Puring the eight years in Virginia, his law book, which 
he brought away with him, was his constant companion. He made his 
way back to England, completed his law studies, was admitted to the 
bar, and then sent to the Colony of Virginia as a judge of the King's 
Bench [there was never such an office in Virginia. — Ed.] About 1700 
he married Miss Hannah Ashton. From the year 170a until 1729 he was 
granted thousands of acres of land in the eastern part of Virginia. He 
held several colonial positions, which have been stated before in this 
Magazine. The original portraits of George Eskridge and his wife, 
Hannah Ashton, together with some very valuable pieces of silver which 
George E. brought to this country, are in the possession of General 
Peter C. Rust, of New York. 

George 1 Eskridge seated Sandy Point, Westmoreland county, Va., 
about 1720. The old house was standing until two years ago, when it 
was destroyed by fire. 

The children of George Eskridge and Hannah Ashton were: 1. 
George*; 2. William*; 3. Samuel'; 4. Robert*; 5. Sarah*; 6. Marga- 
ret'; 7. Elizabeth.* 

1. George* (George 1 ), married Priscilla , of Dorchester, Md. 

He died leaving four sons, who were not of age when their grandfather's 
will was probated in 1735. 

2. William * (George ■), married , and had a son George.* 

George' (William,' George l ), married , and had William. 4 

(This is the only one of the sons I know of. ) 

William 4 (George,* William,' George 1 ), married Elizabeth Scott, of 
Maryland, and had: 1. William; 2. George; 3. James Wood; 4. Thomas 
Parker; 5. Perry; 6. Cornelius, died unmarried; 7. Eleanor; 8. Elizabeth. 

William* (William, 4 George,* William,* George 1 ), married Marga- 
ret Frances Brown. They had no sons, but several daughters. The 
eldest married Colonel R. T. W. Duke, of Charlottesville, Va. 

George* (William, 4 George,' William,* George 1 ), married Margaret 
Chambers. They had twelve children, but only the following names 
can be found: 1. William; 2. Annie Elizabeth; 3. Thomas Parker; 4. 
John Brown; 5. Alexander Parker; 6. Mary Eleanor. 

William* (George, 6 William, 4 George,' William,' George 1 ), mar- 
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ried Mary Eleanor Randolph Peyton, and had one son: i. William Pey- 
ton, unmarried. 

Anne 6 (George, 5 William,* George,' William,' George 1 ), married 
John Collins Corill, of New York. They had two daughters: i. Mary- 
Avery; 2. Anne Eskridge, both married. 

Thomas* Parker (George, 6 William, 4 George," William,' George'), 
married Margaret Brooke, and had four children: i. Brooke; 2. Eliza- 
beth; 3. Margaret; 4. Mary; all married. 

John" Brown and Alexander 6 Parker (George, 5 William, 4 George," 
William," George '), died unmarried. 

Mary 6 Eleanor (George, 5 William, 4 George," William," George 1 ), 
married first, Dr. J. C. M. Merrillat, of France; second, R. S. Albert, 
of Baltimore, Md. 

James 6 Wood (William, 4 George," William," George 1 ), married Lucy 
Jane Jefferson Peyton, of Virginia; had two daughters. The second 
married Charles Fisher, of Richmond, Va., and had two daughters: 

1. Mary, married Mark Valentine, of Little Rock, Ark.; 2. Louisa, mar- 
ried Howard Crittenden, of California. 

Elizabeth Scott, daughter of Thomas Parker E., married J. E. Mac- 
Gavock. They have two children: 1. J. E. MacGavock, unmarried; 

2. Mary Eskridge, married. 

[Later various extracts from county records, &c, in regard to the 
family will be printed. — Ed.] 

',TO BE CONTINUED.) 



YATES FAMILY. 

(CONTINUED) 

William'. Yates, of Shackerley, died 1691; married , and had: 

1. John; 2. Mary; 3. William; 4. Benjamin; 5. Samuel; 6. Francss; 7. 
Richard; 8. John; 9. Robert; to. Bartholomew," born August 24, 1676, 
married in 1704, Sarah Mickleborough. 

Bartholomew * and Sarah Yates had issue: 1. Catherine; 2. Bartholo- 
mew; 3. Robert; 4. Frances; 5. William," born December 10, 1720; 
died 1764; married Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Randolph 

William' and Elizabeth (Randolph) Yates had issue: 1. Edward 
Randolph; 2. Sarah; 3. William, 4 colonel in Virginia line during Revo- 
lution; "lieutenant-colonel on Washington's staff;" married, first, June 
22, 1777, Ann Isham Poythress, who died June 24, 1784, aged twenty- 
four years. 

Colonel William 4 and Ann I. (Poythress) Yates had issue: 1. William, 
born March 5, 1778; married Mrs. Randolph, and died in Greenville, 
Miss., without issue; 2. Benjamin Poythress,* born April 7, 1780; 3. The- 
oderick, died in infancy. Colonel William 4 Yates, married secondly, 



